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The things for which people are morally judged are determined in more
ways than we at first realize by what is beyond their control. And when the
seemingly natural requirement of fault or responsibility is applied in light
of these facts, it leaves few pre-reflective moral judgments intact.
Ultimately, nothing or almost nothing about what a person does seems to

be under his control.*
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B. Williams, “Moral Luck”, reprinted in D. Statman (ed.) Moral Luck, New York 2
1993, pp. 35-55; T. Nagel, “Moral Luck”, ibid., pp. 57-71
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“Where a significant aspect of what someone does depends on factors beyond his
control, yet we continue to treat him in that respect as an object of moral judgment,

it can be called moral luck”
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